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That puts the tweeter near the 

width of  drivers to reduce 
diffraction, and you have the 

the ultra-smooth surfaces that 
grace that sensuous shape? 
They’re a byproduct of  speak-
ers made of  highly dense, 
acoustically dead marble and 

-
ucts have always been alluring, 
one thing they haven’t been is 

-
ment means that the front—

must, at its broadest point, be 
at least as wide as the largest 

many rooms and decors, a 
sleeker speaker would be a 

Vassilkov to attempt a new 

But how did he get around 
the big-woofer problem with-

and extension? His clever 
answer was to place a hardy 

bottom of  

This not only allowed him to 
slim down the front panel—
which now only had to be as 
wide as the midrange—but 

means of  reinforcing bass 

Compactness was but 
one of  three goals Vassilkov 

second goal was to build a 
speaker that would be com-
patible with as many rooms 

-
er aided in this effort, since 
it didn’t rely on a backwall 

he also switched from the 
use of  ports to a sealed en-

of  placement versatility, but 
sealed designs are typically 

Vassilkov somehow managed 
to deliver a reasonably easy-

The third goal was to make 
the new speaker more afford-

prices climbing to (gulp) 

chump change, certainly, but 
it does put the new speaker 
in a different price class than 

models have garnered noth-
ing but rave reviews in TAS

then, was to reduce the price 
without losing what makes 

Many other designers 
would solve this riddle by 
turning to trickle-down tech-

Vassilkov considers this ap-

a few techniques on which 
he will not bend, like the 
curved cabinet, he makes ev-

instance, he selects drivers 
individually for each speaker, 
based on the model’s overall 
goals, system context, and 

of  the Aura, to save cost he 
chose not to use the custom 
drivers found in higher-model 

are sourced from respect-
ed manufacturers like Scan-

-
lenge was unquestionably 

But that’s one of  the things 

For the Aura, Vassilkov need-

E stelon speakers have always been among the most

couldn’t be faulted for assuming their shape was the 
predominant design parameter, with sonic considerations com-

Those edgeless enclosures? They eliminate parallel surfaces, min-

by designer Alfred Vassilkov’s predilection for virtual point-source 
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-
ers with that arrangement, 
and they failed to deliver 

wondered how much low-end 

But even at this early listening 
-

ducing deep forceful bass that 

All this was a very good 

serious evaluation could take 
place, there’d need to be a 

speakers (both sealed and 

They were all professionally 
set up by their manufactur-
ers, and all three ended up in 

unique bottom-located woof-

as close to the front wall as 

puts out gobs of  bass, and 
if  the speaker is too close 
to that wall, the low end will 
overwhelm and dominate 

-
ual suggests that the Aura be 

from the front wall, and this 
guidance should be taken se-

won’t be a problem, but if  
you really need to place your 
speaker near the front wall, 
the Auras may not be your 

-

They can, for instance, be 
quite far apart, as they were 

quite revealing of  positional 
changes, so they let you know 
when you’ve gone too far 

you get it right, they “lock in” 
and there’s no doubt you’ve 

What that brings, in ad-
dition to doubling down on 
the aforementioned imag-
ing prowess, is a delightfully 
wide soundstage that extends 

Vassilkov told me he had 
hoped the Aura, despite its 
small stature, would produce 

“True Love Ways” from the 
Buddy Holly CD From the 
Master Tapes, 
a front-row seat to a full or-
chestra, with Buddy himself  
crooning away just beyond 

With proper positioning, 

with power, there’s more in-
formation about the instru-

the Aura’s bass, though full, 
isn’t as hard-hitting—mean-
ing it lacks some of  the crisp-
ness of  the initial attack—as 
that of, say, the Wilson Sasha 

and surprising force make it 
highly satisfying within its op-

That last caveat is worth 

Strictly speaking, the Aura 

Though it’s rated down to 
-

-
er does a stellar job with typ-

-
erything you could want: full, 

-

tracks, she likes to sneak in a 
subterranean bass line played 

Specs & Pricing

Type: 3-way sealed 

speaker

Impedance: 4 ohms

Drivers: 10" woofer, (2) 

5" midrange, 1" tweeter

Frequency response:
35Hz–25kHz

Minimum power: 30 

watts 

Dimensions: 15.1" x 

53.7" x 14.4"

Weight: 75 lbs. each

Price: $19,900 per pair 

(slightly more for special 

estelon.com  

Associated Equipment
Analog source:
Lyra Etna cartridge, 

Goldmund Studietto 

turntable, Graham 2.2 

tonearm

Digital source: Bryston 

BCD-3 CD player

Electronics: CH 

Precision I1 integrated 

DAC, streamer, linestage, 

Goldmund Telos 800

Speaker: Wilson Audio 

Sasha V

Cables: Empirical Design

Room treatment: ASC 

Tube Traps

Footers: Goldmund 

Cones

ed something that was less costly in its raw form, and less ex-

-

the Model T Ford on its head, the Aura was initially available in 

company overcame this hurdle, and the Aura is now available 
in a spectrum of  striking colors to match its lithe model-esque 

Listening

-

actually is 

arrangement enables the Aura to act as a point source in the mid-
to-upper frequency range, and point-source speakers are known 

The second thing that struck me about the Aura’s un-opti-
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-

destroying the speakers!

-

will—but want a full-range speaker setup, you’re going to need a 

This, it seems to me, will be the ideal Aura setup, either initially 

Besides imaging and bass, the Aura checks a lot of  other au-

-
ing to the Aura is like sinking into a favorite chair of  well-worn 

leaves you open to whatever 
charms the music you’re play-

For example, on the 

it remarkable how distinct-
ly rendered the images were 

-

was satisfyingly full, though 
(as previously noted) leading 

on the raucous “Los” by 
Rammstein, a track which has 
become my new favorite bass 

it comes to low-end power, 
and that virtue came through 
on the track’s prodigious 

though that kick drum is low, 
it was well within the Aura’s 

Conclusion
With a talented designer like 
Alfred Vassilkov, it’s perhaps 
no wonder that the Aura 

speaker is remarkably com-
pact yet manages to deliver 

much more accessible price 
-

either the form factor or the 
performance for which the 

with its lush timbres, spell-
binding imaging, and wealth 
of  detail, the Aura is as great 
a joy to listen to as it is to be-


